9-17 Update 

McCloy Fellowship Update
Brussels Overview

Dear Farm Bureau Members:

It’s getting late here in Berlin…11:30 p.m. to be exact, but we’re finally in a hotel with a good internet connection. I have so many things I’d like to share…

We flew to Berlin from Brussels, where we spent time with a number of international officials, like Simon Michel Berger of COPA. COPA is the European Organization of Farmers and Cooperatives. Really it is much like the American Farm Bureau Federation. It is the farm association for the European Union [EU]. They have 76 organizations from 25 states in the EU. They are “the Voice of European Agriculture.” 
He informed me that their biggest issues are WTO, the Power in the Food Chain and Reform of the Common Ag Policy:

1. WTO: The EU feels they have not received as much back as they have put into world trade.

2. Power of the Food Chain: He says the Super Markets have the power, not the producer in the EU. It truly boils down to money issues. I will explain more in one of my presentations.

3. Reform of Common Ag Policy: He says they are trying to simplify their ag policy. They currently have book after book of policy which needs to be narrowed, according to Berger. He informed us that COPA wants to be better prepared for future issues. 

Lastly, Simon told me that there are 7 million farmers in Europe. Now that includes not only the main farmer, but their family members as well. Approximately 360,00 farms in Germany and nearly 90% are Farm Bureau Members.

Both COPA and the German farm Bureau have similar action plans to our FB in Illinois. They first take the issue, develop a position and then lobby the position of the organization. They are trying to become more grass-roots. 

BERLIN:

Saturday was great to merely see the city of Berlin. There is so much history in this city. Those of you who have been to Berlin know what I am referring to. The pictures I have look to be great ones. I’m very excited. 

As we were on the move so much last week, Saturday was a great day to wind down and see the amazing sights Germany’s largest city. 

We were led by our guide for Berlin, Mr. Anton Bloth, who is the division leader for the Governmental Affairs at the German Farm Association. Now that I’ve spent almost three days with Anton, I’ve learned how tremendous of relationship he has with the legislators in Germany and many of the staff members for the German Parliament. He is doing great things for German Agriculture. 

Today [Monday] we met with Stephen Arens of the Conservative Party, Wener Lohsceider of the Liberal Party, Thomas Schmidt-head of the Food and Agricultural Minister’s Office, Jens Redemacher-German FB’s GMO specialist and Friedrich Wacker-Head of the Ag Department of the Chancellery. 

Let me summarize…GMO’s, WTO and Animal welfare were big parts of our discussions. I’ve also been asking many mineral rights and property rights questions to see if Germany is facing similar issues that we are in Central Illinois. 

Following my return to the US, I will look to summarize all of our meetings and post for you to read and learn more about Germany. 

Small Town Festival:

Saturday night we had the opportunity to visit Brandenburg’s Farm Festival, to celebrate much of their harvest and a successful year. Brandenburg is in Eastern Germany, which used to be under much Soviet Union influence. Their ground is much flatter here and their equipment and farms were much bigger…similar to Christian County…ha! The soil is a bit sandy. 
I had so much fun and felt so at home. The state FB President and VP were both very active with this festival. They gave their undivided attention to us. Both have been in American and through Illinois. We spoke about so many agriculture issues. Additionally, there were approximately 15 Polish Farm Leaders there as well. I made great contacts. Luckily both groups had someone who could translate our conversations. We took a picture of the German Farm Leaders, the Polish Farmers along with the four of us from the US. You talk about barriers…we exchanged addresses, emails and many farm practices that have been successful for both areas. 
I love the harvest season and being away from home is not easy. This festival was the best way to spend a Saturday night away from home. Their food was a bit different but as the evening grew old, they began serving brats and French fries. This hit the spot! And, the band…played Classic American Rock…alright! 

Upon my return I will explain each of our meetings in detail. It is so challenging to include everything in this email. We have been moving consistently. So I want to have a few weeks to collect my thoughts so I don’t leave anything out.


Well friends and leaders…I’m off to bed. Many of you are on the combine as I write this. I truly wish each of you safe work days and successful yields! 

Tomorrow I will be at the Embassy and will also be meeting with the Department of International Trade in the Ministry of Food. Wednesday I will meeting the President of Germany at a special Thanksgiving Day Ceremony. I’m so excited to be here! 

Cheers is the big sign off in Germany…so “Cheers” and look forward to writing more to you soon! Especially about our guide from the Bonn area…Mr. Klaus Lotz…
